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so the mind must show those organs or function-systems that
correspond to regular physical events. By this I do not
mean the organic constitution of the sense functions, but
rather a sort of psychic parallel to physical regularities.
Thus, for example, the daily course of the sun, and the change
from day to night must impress themselves in the form of
an image, stamped upon the mind from primordial times,
We could not demonstrate such an image, but we find
instead more or less fantastic analogues of the physical
process. . Every morning a god-hero is born from the sea; he
mounts the chariot of the sun. ' In the west a great mother
awaits him and he is devoured by her in the evening. In
the belly of a dragon he traverses the depths of the midnight
sea. After a frightful combat with the serpent of night he
is born again in the morning.
This conglomerate of myth—concerning which Frobenius
has written a standard work—contains without a doubt the
reflection of physical processes. Indeed this is so obvious
that many writers assume, as you know, that primitives
devise such myths just to explain physical processes.
Certainly it cannot be questioned that natural science and
natural philosophy have grown out of this soil. None the less
it seems to me more than improbable that the primitive has
thought of such things solely out of a need for explanation,
producing them as a sort of physical or astronomical theory.
What we can say about the mythical structure is this:
the physical process apparently came to be recorded in the
psyche in these fantastic and distorted forms, and there
they have been preserved, so that the unconscious still
reproduces similar images to-day. Naturally the question
now arises : Why did the psyche not register the actual process,
instead of mere phantasies about the physical process ?
If you can place yourself within the mind of a primitive
you can at once understand why this is so. He lives
in his world in a state of participation mystique, (L£vy-
Briihl has coined this term to denote the psychological fact,

